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Looking Back on 70 Years: The Ups,

Downs and Changes of Economic Law System
ZHANG Shou-wen
( Law School of Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract; Taking 1978 Reform and Opening-up as the demarcation line, China’ s 70-year
development process can be divided into the first 30 years and the last 40 years. At the previous stage,
with the implementation of planned economy system and centralized and unified economic management
system, as well as the emphasis of economic constitution on planned economy, the system of economic law
is declining and subsidence, which is almost nonexistent. At the latter stage, with the establishment of
market economy system and moderate decentralization of economic management system, as well as the re-
determination of the important relationship between “plan and market” in the economic constitution, the
economic law system is becoming stronger and stronger. Economic system, economic management system
and economic constitution have a direct impact on the relationship between the government and the market,
which are the three major factors leading to the change of economic law system. As for the rise and fall of
economic law system and ups and downs, prosperity and decline, and whether or not, how much and how
strong, there is inherent consistency with the changes of the three factors mentioned above. Systematic and
historical analysis of the institutional changes of economic law is particularly helpful to deepen the theory
and improve the system of economic law, and to promote the development of economic rule of law in the
new era.

Key Words: economic law; institutional change; economic system; economic management system;

economic constitution
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